Kelly Hunter

Theatre career

Born in 1963 in Battersea in London, Hunter's professional acting career began with playing The
Mistress in the original West End production of Evita (1980). Over the next decade she appeared in
leading roles in musicals for Hal Prince, Sir Peter Hall, Jerome Savary and Trevor Nunn; for the
latter she appeared as Lola in The Blue Angel (1991—92) with the Royal Shakespeare Company at
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon and in the West End and for which she was
nominated for a Laurence Olivier Award in the category 'Best Actress in a Musical' (1993). Stage
appearances at the National Theatre include roles in Jean Seberg (1983) directed by Sir Peter

Hall, She Stoops to Conquer (1984) directed by Giles Block, and A Chorus of Disapproval (1985)
directed by Alan Ayckbourn. At the Strand Theatre she played Sally Bowles in Cabaret (1986),
directed by Jerome Savary, while at the Royal Exchange she appeared in School for Scandal (1990)
directed by Phyllida Lloyd.

She worked with Stephen Unwin at the English Touring Theatre, appearing as Nora Helmer in A
Doll's House (1994) and as Rosalind in As You Like It (1995), receiving a Theatre Awards UK for
the latter role. She played Dorothy Wordsworth in the one-woman play Exquisite Sister (1996),
which she co-wrote with Simon Usher and which was performed at West Yorkshire

Playhouse in Leeds and the Assembly Rooms during the Edinburgh Festival. In 2000 Hunter
appeared in Sir Peter Hall's production of Giuseppe Manfridi's play Cuckoos at the Gate Theatre in
London, and appeared in The Lucky Ones at Hampstead Theatre (2002).

For the RSC Hunter appeared as Isobel in Stephen Poliakoff's Talk of the City (1998), Lady
Constance in King John (2000), and Eva Maria Garrick in Jubilee (2001). She

played Goneril in King Lear and Hermione in The Winter's Tale in David Farr's productions at
Stratford, London and New York (2010).

Since 2006 she has made occasional international tours as The Mother in the Icelandic theatre
group Vesturport's popular production of Metamorphosis, having originated the role at the Lyric
Theatre in Hammersmith.

In September 2013 she played Mrs Alving in Ghosts at the Rose Theatre, Kingston, under the
direction of Stephen Unwin.

Hunter is the founder and Artistic Director of Flute Theatre, a touring company which performs
the works of Shakespeare for interactive audiences. Her production of Hamlet, who's there?, in
which she played Gertrude, had an international tour throughout 2016.

The Hunter Heartbeat Method

Hunter first began working with children with autism during her time with the RSC in 2002, when
she set up her own company, Touchstone Shakespeare Theatre, to work with children, some with
autism, who had little if any access to the Arts. Through this work she created and developed The
Hunter Heartbeat Method, a distinctive methodology which uses Shakespeare's rhythmic language
and physical gesture to release communicative blocks within children with all levels of autism,
including children who are non-verbal. The methodology is being studied as a long-term research
project at Ohio State University.

A DVD Dreams and Voices (2007), documents the early games of the methodology and is available
from the National Autistic Society.

In June 2014 Hunter directed a production of The Tempest for children with autism at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon after which it toured to Ohio State University.
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